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In a kitch en that serves over
2,000 meals a day, one thing
that has to functi on well is the
d ra i n a ge sys tem serving the
d rains and equ i pm ent in the
k i tch en . The kitch en that serve s
P h oebe Putn ey Mem ori a l
Ho s p i t a l , a regi onal hospital in
s o ut hwest Geor gi a , is loc a ted
d i rect ly over the materi a l s
dep a rtm ent that contains band-
a ge s , s c rubs and other med i c a l
su pplies for the en ti re fac i l i ty.
The dra i n a ge sys tem cannot
a f ford any miscues.

The cast-iron drainage system had
been renovated twice since its original
installation in 1963,the last time being
about five years ago. However, leaks
had already begun to develop again,
damaging the medical supplies and
causing thousands of dollars in ruined
and discarded supplies. The hospital
facilities staff began to search for a
product to install that would prevent
these “regular”piping replacements.

The hospital had become familiar
with the Blücher-Josam stainless waste
system; however, they needed a quali-
f i ed con tractor for the install a ti on .
Through a reference from a mechani-
cal en gi n eering firm , Greene &
Associates made contact with the hos-

pital. Greene & Associates reviewed
the scope of work with the hospital,
got copies of the original drawings,
and spent several hours doing field
surveys of the existing system.

The produ ct , m a nu f actu red in
Denmark, is very well-suited for this
type of application. The corrosion-
resistant factor of stainless-steel and
the smooth su rf ace of the piping
material should eliminate much of the
problems that the hospital had experi-
enced in the past.

Greene & As s oc i a tes re ach ed a
f i xed pri ce agreem ent with Phoebe
Putney for the installation. All work
had to be done at night, between 9:00
p. m . and 5:00 a.m. Si n ce the are a

wh ere the piping was bei n g
rep l aced was occ u p i ed du ri n g
the day, the area had to be com-
pletely cleaned up prior to leav-
ing for the day, with no materi-
als or equipment left in the area.

Also, in the materials man-
agement area,mobile racks were
rem oved and plastic peti ti on s
and coverings were erected prior
to starting work. However, these
temporary measures had to be
undone daily. There could be no
sign of the contractors having
been there the night before.

The proj ect took approx i m a tely
f ive weeks to com p l ete . Greene &
Associates had a bit of a learning curve
working with the “Push-Fit” piping
system, as installation above ground
requ i res thoro u gh bracing at tu rn s
and bends to prevent the ga s keted
joint from moving. Other than that,
the company found the stainless-steel
system to be a lightweight product
that was easy to work with.

The project was completed within
the specified timeframe, and the hos-
pital is very satisfied with the finished
installation and pleased to find a prod-
uct that offers a long-term solution to
its kitchen’s drainage waste problem.
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